
MSU Launches Farrier School, Fall 2018!
There are currently approximately 155,000 horses in Michigan, based on the last 
Equine Survey (2007).  While these numbers may have decreased somewhat based on 
the recession, the use of horses in the state has not decreased, and in fact may be in-
creasing (personal observation).  Each of these animals is in need of regular hoof care, 
with trimming required every 6-8 weeks and shoes (for those who are shod) required 
on a similar schedule.  

The old adage “no foot, no horse” holds, in that a horse without regular hoof care by 
a knowledgeable professional, is unlikely to be of use to its human caretakers.  Fur-
ther, most horsemen and women would rather hire someone knowledgeable to do this 
work than to do it themselves.  Finally, well-trained farriers have the potential to make 

a decent living, as evidenced by “An American Farriers Journal survey in 2012 found that the average annual salary 
for full-time farriers in the U.S. was reported to be $92,623 per year and for part-timers, $21,153. This amount is an 
average and varies according to experience level, training, etc.” (TheFarriers Guide.com)

The problem currently facing the horse industry in the Midwest is that there is currently no reputable means by which 
to consistently produce well-trained farriers.   Michigan residents wishing to pursue this line of work, have needed to 
leave the state for extended periods of time.  Until now.

Michigan State University will be launching the MSU Farrier School, starting Fall 2018!  This 12 or 24-week program 
will be housed on the MSU Horse Teaching and Research Center, and will be led by MSU alum, David Hallock, CJF, 
ASF.  Students in the program will receive both hands-on and classroom-based instruction in hoof and farrier science, 
equine anatomy and physiology, basic welding, and business.  The class will run 8 hours per day, with the intention of 
producing individuals poised to be well trained, professional farriers to serve the equine industry.

Investment:
Twelve Week Program: 

Tuition $9,600
Supplies   2,000
Books       350

 
 Total $11,950

Twenty-Four Week Program: 

Tuition $15,600
Supplies   2,000
Books       350

 
 Total $17,950

For additional information, please contact:
Karen L. Waite, Ph. D.
kwaite@msu.edu
517-432-0383

David Hallock,  CJF, ASF
3rforge@gmail.com
989-307-9191
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